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InTroducTIon
Time	 Magazine	 recently	 featured	 an	 article	 about	 how	the	decisions	made	by	women	during	their	pregnancies	could	shape	the	rest	of	a	child’s	 life.1	These	decisions	
may	lead	to	long-term	issues	like	diabetes,	obesity,	and	depen-
dency	issues,	among	others.2	At	 the	heart	of	 the	article	 is	 the	



































Policymakers	 are	 starting	 to	 take	 these	 issues	 very	 seri-






















InTergeneraTIonal eQuITy as a componenT  
oF susTaInabIlITy
In	 her	 book,	 In Fairness to Future Generations,	 Edith	
Brown	Weiss	defines	the	concept	of	intergenerational	equity:
We,	as	a	 species,	hold	 the	natural	and	cultural	envi-
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exist	beyond	our	own	lifetime.”17	Beyond	altruism,	Weiss	sug-







have	 an	 answer	 in	 biology.20	 Based	 on	 Darwinist	 principles,	
the	 present	 generation	 is	 concerned	 about	 future	 generations	
because	individuals	are	genetically	predisposed	to	do	anything	
necessary	to	produce	as	many	offspring	as	possible.21	The	level	
of	 care	 humans	 exert	 toward	 others	 varies	 according	 to	 our	
genetic	relationships.22
Urban	 planners	 are	 amongst	 the	 ranks	 of	 professionals	
stressing	the	need	for	sustainable	development	practices	for	the	
sake	 of	 the	 preservation	 of	 intergenerational	 interests.	 Some	
planners	and	policymakers	 take	on	a	paternalistic	perspective	











hoods	 and	 the	 development	 of	 school	 campuses	 outside	 the	
neighborhood	boundaries.26	Arguably,	these	suburban	features	
enhance	the	safety	of	children	because	children	living	in	these	













Code	 of	 Ethics	 and	 Professional	 Conduct	 governs	 planning	
practice	in	the	United	States.29	That	Code	mandates:	“Planners	
shall	give	people	the	opportunity	to	have	a	meaningful	impact	
on	 the	 development	 of	 plans	 and	 programs	 that	 may	 affect	



















































of	 the	child	 led	 to	 the	Convention	of	 the	Rights	of	 the	Child	





21	 action	 plan	 more	 fully	 develop.48	 The	 Children’s	 Rights	
and	Habitat	Declaration,	which	UNICEF	presented	at	 the	UN	
Conference	on	Human	Settlements	in	Istanbul	in	1996,	further	
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The	 American	 Planning	 Association	 catalogues	 many	 of	
these	youth	based	planning	activities	 in	an	on-line	periodical	
entitled	ResourcesZine.52	These	activities	range	from	those	that	
are	 educational	 in	nature	 to	 the	actual	 involvement	of	young	
people	in	decision-making	processes.53	Research	on	these	activ-
ities	has	provided	the	planning	profession	with	invaluable	infor-


















































































As	adults,	we	have	come	 to	understand	 the	nature	of	 the	















sTandIng To sue: The rIghT To enForcIng plans
The	 legal	 rights	of	 children	have	evolved	as	 a	 result	 of	








































































standing,	 a	 plaintiff	 must	 show	 that	 his	 or	 her	 injury	 can	 be	
“redressed	by	a	favorable	decision”	of	the	courts.105









pretation,	 it	would	be	difficult,	 if	not	 impossible,	for	children	
and	future	generations	to	garner	access	to	the	courts	to	challenge	
laws	and	decisions	made	based	on	these	laws	as	a	result	of	stand-
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oposa: a model oF InTergeneraTIonal 
sTandIng rIghTs
In	 Oposa,	 the	 Philippine	 Supreme	 Court	 recognized	 the	
right	of	intergenerational	standing.111	The	plaintiffs	sought	an	
order	from	the	court	directing	the	Secretary	of	Environment	and	

















be	based	on	 the	concept	of	 intergenerational	 respon-
sibility	 insofar	as	 the	right	 to	a	balanced	and	health-
ful	ecology	is	concerned.	Such	a	right,	as	hereinafter	









bering	 practices	 in	 the	 Philippines.120	 However,	 the	 Oposa	
decision	has	attracted	a	great	deal	of	 international	attention,	
in	 part,	 because	 of	 the	 difficulty	 that	 most	 young	 plaintiffs	
or	 those	 representing	 intergenerational	 interests	 experience	
in	meeting	 the	 thresholds	established	 for	 standing	 to	 sue.121	
The	Oposa	decision	 in	1993	 reflected	 the	 increasing	discus-
sion	about	intergenerational	rights	to	sustainable	use	of	natural	
resources	on	the	international	level.	International	treaties,	such	
as	 the	Convention	on	 the	 International	Trade	 in	Endangered	
Species	of	Wild	Fauna	and	Flora,	the	Amazonian	Co-operation	
Treaty,	 and	 the	Climate	Change	Convention,	 among	others,	
have	all	embraced	the	rights	of	future	generations	to	a	healthy	






eThIcal concerns: should youTh have The 
rIghT To sue?
Those	who	are	critical	of	efforts	to	involve	youth	in	plan-


































Access	 to	 justice	by	youth	must	 accompany	 their	 right	 to	
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